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WISHING 
THE PUBLIC 

WELCOME BACK

2021 was another year affected by the 
coronavirus pandemic. Due to infection control 

restrictions, the museum had to close for the 
first five months of the year. It was not until 
the end of May that the Nobel Peace Prize 

Exhibition, which was ready in December 2020, 
could be viewed in person. The summer season 

saw very few international tourists, but when 
autumn came both the city of Oslo and cultural 
life reopened. We were glad to be able to host 

a large, international peace conference and 
festival to end the year with focus on the Peace 
Prize awarded to the World Food Programme. 
In December, the Nobel Peace Prize to Maria 
Ressa and Dmitry Muratov was celebrated in 
the traditional way, despite the restrictions. 



2021 IN 
NUMBERS

The Nobel Peace Center was closed due to coronavirus 
restrictions from 1 January to 28 May, for a total of 145 

days. In 2020, our doors were closed for 150 days. 
The number of visitors in 2021 was slightly lower than in 
2020 (35,706), which was due to high visitor numbers in 
the two months of 2020 before the pandemic started. 
In all the open months of 2021, ticket sales were higher 

than the previous year. The contrast to a normal year 
was still substantial: the number of tickets sold in 

August, which is traditionally our most popular month, 
was 10% of ticket sales in August 2019. We continued 

our focus on digital content and our online content 
reached several million people. Our website for schools 

were upgraded with many new, digital programs, 
and they were downloaded for use in 

classrooms by 1838 teachers.  

30.800 
physical visitors

11.654 2
digital visitors new exhibitions

3
digital exhibitions

80
visiting school groups

7.7 mill
users on social media
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THOSE WHO 
LISTEN, CHANGE 

THE WORLD

At the beginning of December, the 
peace bench "The Best Weapon" was 

unveiled by Norway’s Minister of Culture 
and Equality, Anette Trettebergstuen. 

The bench is a symbol of how important 
peaceful conversation is. It is part of 

the Nobel Peace Center's new 
commitment to dialogue.



Our vision is to inspire change 
through the ideas and work of the 

Nobel Peace Prize laureates. To 
achieve this, we must create interest 

in the Peace Prize and make it relevant 
to people’s lives. The Nobel Peace 

Center's dialogue project, which was 
launched in December 2021, has 

exactly that goal: to show how the 
laureates’ methods and tools can be 

an inspiration and support in people's 
everyday lives. Former Norwegian 

Prime Minister Gro Harlem Brundtland 
and Norwegian Nobel Committee 

member Jørgen Watne Frydnes 
were present when the project was 

launched. The book "Those who listen, 
change the world", with the Nobel 
Peace Prize laureates’ best tips on 

good dialogue, is part of the project.

Photo: Jon Terje Hellgren Hansen / Nobel Peace Center

Photo: Mette Bruaas / Nobel Peace Center

Photo: Bjørnar Øvrebø

THOSE WHO LISTEN, CHANGE THE WORLD

Photo: Mette Bruaas / Nobel Peace Center



©Det Norske Nobelinstitutt. Photo: Geir Anders R. Ørslien

NOBEL 
PEACE PRIZE 

2021

The highlight of the year is the 
announcement and awarding of the Nobel 
Peace Prize. On Friday 8 October, the chair 
of the Norwegian Nobel Committee, Berit 

Reiss Andersen, announced that the 
Nobel Peace Prize for 2021 was awarded

 to the two journalists Maria Ressa 
and Dmitry Muratov.



On the same day that the 
Nobel Peace Prize for 2021 was 

announced, photos of Maria Ressa 
and Dmitry Muratov were revealed 
in the Nobel Peace Center’s Nobel 
Field, which features all the Nobel 
Peace Prize laureates through the 
ages. On Saturday 9 October, the 

new Peace Prize was celebrated in 
the traditional way with a visit by the 

Children's Peace Club, a lecture by the 
Norwegian Nobel Committee's chair, 
Berit Reiss-Andersen, the unveiling of 
this year's Peace Prize diploma and a 
conversation about this year's prize. 

Peace Prize laureate Maria Ressa 
participated via video link

from Manila.

NOBEL PEACE PRIZE 2021
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The Nobel Days in December were also 
held as normal, despite new coronavirus 

restrictions. Save the Children's annual Peace 
Prize Party was held outdoors with 5,000 

children and three Nobel Peace Prize laureates. 
Both this year's laureates, as well as last year's 

winner, the World Food Programme, were 
also present at the Nobel Peace Center during 

the opening of the Peace Prize exhibition 
on 11 December. This year’s two Peace Prize 

photographers, Nanna Heitmann and Hannah 
Reyes Morales, were also present.

For the fourth time, Oslo Peace Days 
provided the framework for the Nobel Week, 

in collaboration with the City of Oslo, the 
University of Oslo, Peace Research Institute 

Oslo and the Norwegian Nobel Institute.
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THE NOBEL 
PEACE PRIZE 

EXHIBITION 2021

The Exhibition about Maria Ressa and 
Dmitry Muratov was created by the Nobel 
Peace Center in collaboration with the two 

documentary photographers Nanna Heitmann 
and Hannah Reyes Morales. Based in Moscow 
and Manila, respectively, the photographers 

portrayed the laureates at work in the editorial 
offices they lead, and each made their own 
documentary photo series about freedom 

of the press. The exhibition is also presented 
for the first time digitally on our website. The 

exhibition received support from The Fritt Ord 
Foundation and Reitan Retail.
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NOBEL PEACE 
PRIZE 2020

Throughout most of 2021, 
the Nobel Peace Prize to the World Food 
Programme was celebrated at the Nobel 

Peace Center, with exhibitions, 
school programs and events. 



The Nobel Prize Exhibition 2020 
was made in collaboration with 

photographer Aida Muluneh and 
illustrated how hunger has been used 
as a weapon of war. A digital version 
of the Exhibition was shown on the 

Norwegian Broadcasting Corporation
Website, NRK.no, before it opened to 
the public in May 2021. In the summer 

of 2021, it was expanded with a co-
created process which allowed the 

public to share their thoughts on the 
role of food in peacebuilding. In the 
spring of 2021, in close collaboration 
with the World Food Programmeme 

Nordic Office, we hosted a number of 
digital seminars on the role of food in 

peacebuilding. Live from the exhibition 
hall at the Nobel Peace Center and with 

high-profile international speakers, 
these reached between 600 and 1000 
viewers worldwide. The Nobel Peace 

Prize Exhibition 2020 was supported by 
Yara and the Bergesen Foundation.

NOBEL PEACE PRIZE 2020
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FIX THE
FOOD

To mark the end of the celebration 
of the Nobel Peace Prize to the 

World Food Programme, the Nobel 
Peace Center hosted an international 
conference on food security and an 
outdoor food festival on Oslo City 

Hall Square in September.



The conference featured 17 speakers 
from four continents, among them 
four Nobel Peace Prize laureates. 

A coronavirus-compliant audience 
of 60 were present in the hall, and 

more than 6,000 viewers attended 
digitally. On City Hall Square, food 

stalls, exhibition tents and a festival 
stage attracted an audience of 
around 70,000. Here you could 

taste food from all over the world, 
plant seeds with the World Food 
Programme and hear lectures on 

sustainable food. Fix the Food was 
supported by Yara, BAMA, Designit, 

Atea, NMBU and Norad.

FIX THE FOOD
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THE NOBEL 
MYSTERY

The child-friendly exhibition The Nobel 
Mystery, which opened on 20 June 2020, was 

shown throughout 2021. The exhibition was 
made as a riddle, where the task was to find 

Alfred Nobel's secret will. On your way through 
the exhibition, you learn about Alfred Nobel 

and the story behind the Nobel Prizes in a fun 
and engaging way. The exhibition was created 

by the Nobel Peace Center.
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THE HISTORY 
OF THE PEACE 

PRIZE

In 2021, it was 100 years since Norwegian 
Christian Lous Lange received the Nobel Peace 
Prize. Lange's Nobel Medal is the Nobel Peace 
Center's only permanent museum object and 

in connection with the anniversary, a new 
exhibition space opened with the medal as 
its centerpiece. In the Medal Chamber, the 
story of the medal and Lange is also told. 
The exhibition was created by the Nobel 

Peace Center in collaboration with Void and 
supported by Samlerhuset / Mint of Norway.
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EVENTS

Throughout 2021, the Nobel Peace Center 
consolidated its position as a professional 

organizer of digital events. A total of 32 
such events were held during the year and 
14 of them were purely digital. We reached 
an audience of over 36,000 with our events 
in 2021, 25,000 of them digitally. Together 

with supportive partners such as the 
Norwegian Atlantic Committee, Hydro, 
Oslo World and Kulturnatt, we reached 

out to a broad, local audience.

Our “peace dove” continued to fly with the 
good news of the week from May to October.
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The privat foundation Nobel Peace 
Center is located at Oslo City Hall 

square. Postal adress: Brynjulf Bulls 
plass 1, 0250 Oslo, Norway.

Kjersti Fløgstad 

Hydro is through its businesses present in a broad 
range of market segments for aluminium, energy, metal 
recycling, renewables and batteries. Headquartered 
in Norway, Hydro has 30,000 employees in more than 
140 locations and 40 countries.

 

ABOUT 
US

MAIN SPONSOR:

BOARD OF DIRECTORS: EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Olav Njølstad
Director, Norwegian Nobel Committee, Chair

Siri Hatlen
Deputy Chair

Lotta Wristel
Nobel Foundation

Olav Aaraas
Director, Norsk Folkemuseum

Anne Enger
Former politician

Jessica Barlindhaug 
Angstreich
Employee representative
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